
 

Premier Marshall Listens to Community Voices on Aboriginal Affairs! 

Our Response to the South Australian Government Aboriginal Affairs Action Plan 

(Summary) 

What we asked for:  

Shelter SA formed an Aboriginal Cultural Advisory Panel (the ACAP) to provide policy and advocacy 

advice about the specific housing and homelessness issues as they are experienced by Aboriginal 

South Australians. The ACAP agreed that Shelter SA should hold a workshop focussing on ‘transitions’ 

to capture what works well for Aboriginal peoples at the times they are leaving institutions and 

returning to their families, communities or other support networks. The workshop had approximately 

sixty participants, including Aboriginal community members, volunteers and representatives from 

forty-four not-for-profit organisations and government departments. The workshop participants 

produced key policy messages for State Government, and Shelter SA wrote an open letter to all State 

election candidates prior to the 2018 election outlining their asks.  

Steven Marshall’s response to our letter was positive, and included promises that a Marshall 

Government will:  

- Develop a housing strategy in consultation with Aboriginal peoples; 

- Partner with community housing providers to provide specialised services to Aboriginal 

peoples; 

- Examine the East Kimberley Transitional Housing Program as a potential model for Aboriginal 

housing in South Australia; 

- Assign the Aboriginal Affairs Portfolio to the Premier; 

- Create more employment opportunities for Aboriginal peoples across the Government, non-

government and private sectors through implementation of an Aboriginal workforce 

development strategy; and 

- Contract the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute to audit the State’s current 

housing assets and map future demands.  

We were pleased to see that the Premier acknowledged our asks arising from the Transitions 

workshop and waited to see how he would address them post-election.  

What we got: 

Since winning the 2018 State election, Steven Marshall’s Government has developed a South 

Australian Government Aboriginal Affairs Action Plan (Action Plan) for 2019-2020. Shelter SA is 

pleased to read that the Marshall Government aims to increase the number of Aboriginal peoples 

working in Government, increase the number of Aboriginal owned businesses, and create more 

regional and remote jobs for Aboriginal peoples. There will be Aboriginal interpreter services delivered 

by December 2019, and the construction of housing for people wanting to pursue post-secondary 

education from remote and regional locations. Our Transitions event highlighted the need to properly 

house Aboriginal peoples leaving institutions such as hospital and prison, and the Action Plan includes 

https://www.sheltersa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/180131-Shelter-SA-Transitions-Workshop-Report-Revised.pdf
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/42809/SAGov-Action-Plan-2019-20-FINAL-2.pdf
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/42809/SAGov-Action-Plan-2019-20-FINAL-2.pdf


a program that will reduce the cycle of recidivism and improve social and economic outcomes for 

Aboriginal peoples who have previously been or are currently incarcerated. As promised in his 

response to our open letter, the Premier will create a housing strategy that includes consultation with 

Aboriginal peoples and examines the East Kimberley Transitional Housing Program as a model for 

South Australia.  

Shelter SA welcomes these actions in improving outcomes for Aboriginal peoples living in South 

Australia, and we are pleased that our advocacy arising from our Transitions event has influenced the 

Premier’s Action Plan to improve outcomes for Aboriginal peoples in South Australia.  


