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Tenant Voices: Renting with 

Pets 
Earlier this year, South Australia joined the national movement to make renting fair. Since South 

Australia is the only State without a tenant union, Shelter SA took responsibility for leading the 

charge to improve renters’ rights and focus on three major areas for change.  

Our primary policy ask was that landlords and real estate agents should consider welcoming pets. 

We started a campaign on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram, encouraging renters to share 

their experiences in the private rental market and renting with pets. We had high engagement from 

renters, especially regarding our position on pet bonds and pet-friendly rentals. The following 

document highlights the comments we received relating to renting with pets, gathered from the 

#MakeRentingFair hashtag or comments and messages left on our social media channels.  
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Positive Examples of Landlords Welcoming Pets 

Not all of the responses to our #MakeRentingFair campaign were negative. There are several 

examples of landlords doing the right thing and opening up their properties to renters with pets.  
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Examples of Pet Bond Discussions on Twitter 

Shelter SA strongly opposes pet bonds (read our Positive Pet Policy if you would like to know the 

reasons why). The screenshots below show a discussion thread on Twitter regarding pet bonds, 

which are currently illegal in South Australia.  

 

 

https://www.sheltersa.asn.au/site/wp-content/uploads/190329-Positive-Pet-Policy-FINAL.pdf

